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ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

The school is under the control of the South Eastern Education and Library Board, Grahamsbridge Road, Dundonald BT16 0HS Tel. 90566200.  The Area Board publishes details about education in its own area and a copy of this information can be obtained from the above address.

Admissions Criteria
If the school’s enrolment and admission numbers have not been reached the school will enrol all children whose parents wish them to attend.

Admissions No. 22





Enrolment No. 152
(A)  For P1 intake only
The criteria, as set out in (B), will be applied to the members of other traditions/non-religious backgrounds in the order set down and a maximum of 15% of available places will be awarded to this group.

The criteria will then be applied separately to Protestant and Roman Catholic applicants in such a way as to allocate the remaining places as close as possible to a ratio of 60% Protestant and 40% Roman Catholic pupils.

The religious affiliation of a pupil will then be decided by assessing the information supplied to the school by the parent/guardian on the school’s additional application form.

The Board of Governors reserve the right to seek information regarding the religious affiliation of the applicant.

(B)  P1 intake
If the school is over-subscribed, pupils will be admitted according to the following criteria, applied in the order set down to the applications of children of compulsory school age.

1.  Children who have a brother/sister or half-brother/sister, step-brother/sister, foster brother/sister currently at the school.

2.  Children whose parent/guardian is a permanent employee in the school.

3. Children who have a brother/sister or half-brother/half-sister or step-brother/sister, foster brother/sister who previously attended the school.

4.  Other children.

In the event of over subscription in any of the above criteria preference will be given to children on the basis of the proximity of their home to the school, measured by walking distance*. 

*Walking distance means that as measured on public footways or paths in public areas from home to the front        entrance of the school building.

Admission to P1 – after the beginning of the school year

Criteria as above.

P2-P7 intake

Criteria to be applied as in (B) above.

DATE OF ADMISSION

Children will be admitted to P1 in September if their fourth birthday has fallen on or before 1st July the year in which they wish to enrol.
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VISITING THE SCHOOL BEFORE ENROLMENT
P1 Pupils

During the month of June parents will be invited to bring their children for a morning so that they may see the classroom, meet the teacher and other pupils and sample play materials available.

Other Pupils

For pupils who have previously attended another school a parental interview will be arranged with the Principal.  They will be welcome to view the school premises and a meeting may be arranged with the prospective teacher of the child.
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THE CURRICULUM

We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum and to develop each child to the utmost of his/her ability (spiritually, emotionally, morally, socially, culturally, intellectually and physically) in a happy, stimulating and challenging environment.  

A new initiative introduced : 

Roots of Empathy – the focus of ROE is the development of empathy in children and adults and in the long term is to build the capacity of the next generation for responsible citizenship and responsive parenting.

We constantly strive to implement the Northern Ireland Curriculum using the Child Centred approach in which “the joy of childhood and learning” is central to our ethos.  The five main areas of study in the Northern Ireland Curriculum are:

1.  English

2.  Mathematics

3.  Science and Technology

4.  The Environment and Society (History and Geography)

5.  Creative and Expressive Studies (PE, Art and Music)

Cross Curricular

Incorporated in these areas are the Cross-Curricular Themes of:

· Education for Mutual Understanding

· Cultural Heritage

· Information Technology

· Health Education

Religious Education

All classes in Kircubbin Integrated Primary School follow the core Christian curriculum as set out by D.E.N.I. and agreed by the four main churches (Presbyterian, Church of Ireland, Methodist and Catholic).

From P3 to P7 the children receive denominational instruction where they learn more about their own faiths.  Catholic children are also prepared for the sacraments that are received in primary school.  Use is also made of the ‘Alive O’ Catholic R.E. scheme. 

The Catholic children attend the local parish mass.  There are weekly communal religious assemblies to which local clergy and Catholic lay preachers are invited.  These assemblies are also led by the children and their teachers.  ‘The Good News’ Bible is used as a common resource by both traditions.

Key Stage Two children also undertake Religious Education for Mutual Understanding (R.E.M.U.).  This involves a study of and visit to the local Catholic, Church of Ireland and Presbyterian Churches.  Recently, Primary 7 children participated in an IEF funded trip to Dublin to further their understanding by visiting cathedrals and large churches in the city.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Kircubbin Integrated Primary School considers that the extra curricular activities it offers add a valuable dimension to the child’s education.

Pupils are given the opportunities to participate in the following:

      1.
      Swimming 

      2.         Cycling Proficiency 

1. Girls Sport  -  netball and rounders

2. Boys Sport  - soccer, Gaelic football and Hurling

3. Spanish Club 

4. Computer Club 

5. Athletics 

6. Guitar/Drum Club

7. Drama Club

8. Tag Rugby

9. Dance

Educational trips, residential visits and visitors to the school form an integral part of the curriculum.

Parents, friends, relations and the community in general are invited to attend several school events e.g. Sports Day and the annual Christmas Pantomime in which all pupils are involved.
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