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MONITORING PROGRESS

Detailed monitoring of pupil progress takes place in June and is reported to parents.

Teacher/Parent consultations take place in October when pupils’ work is reviewed and assessed.  

Parents are also given the opportunity to come to school to discuss the June report.  Other parent consultations are welcomed during the year as required.

Statutory assessment of P4 and P7 classes takes place in the summer term.  We value the importance of continuous pupil assessment as an integral part of class teaching.  A pupil profile is built up for each child.

Standardised NFER tests are completed by P3-7 in the summer term.

Incas computer based testing occurs in September/October annually.  Pupil scores are reported to parents (P4-7).  

Data from tests is analysed and used to track progress.
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SPECIAL NEEDS

Our Special Needs Policy places emphasis on those who have particular learning difficulties.  It gives a framework to enable them to boost their confidence and allows greater opportunities for increased success.

Each teacher provides a full programme of work for all children in his/her class, whatever their ability.

Where pupils with Special Educational needs are identified, individual educational plans are drawn up with targets for them to achieve.  Children may be withdrawn from class individually, in pairs or in small groups for extra support.

If, despite this assistance, a child is unable to cope, further advice and support will be sought from specialists including the S.E.E.L.B. psychology service. Our Special Needs Co-ordinator is Mrs Fiona Cusick.

Our school is taking into account the SENDO Order 2005.

We are now developing a new initiative in our school.

A.S.C.E.T.

ASCET will work jointly with school staff to:-

-  identify children with additional needs

-  support individual children within the classroom and contribute to their IEP if appropriate

-  implement strategies to support children.
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PASTORAL CARE

The pastoral care policy is seen as part of the whole curriculum. In our effort to create an effective learning environment we recognise that we share with the parents a responsibility to care for the physical and emotional well-being of all pupils.  Each class teacher endeavours to look after the pastoral needs in his/her class.  In this way the individual needs and problems of each pupil receive attention.  Mrs Lawson is the pastoral care co-ordinator and will address more serious or on-going problems if necessary.   

With regard to discipline, a positive approach of encouragement and praise, rather than one of criticism and punishment, is our policy.  We aim –

(a) to develop in pupils a sense of self-discipline and an acceptance of responsibility for their own actions;

(b) to create the conditions for an orderly community in which effective learning can take place and in which there is mutual respect among all members.

However, should unacceptable behaviour occur, we will look for reasons and not simply punish.  Poor behaviour often stems from personal problems at home or difficulties in school – lack of understanding, lack of progress or boredom.  In all disciplinary actions it is essential that the child understands fully that it is behaviour, which is unacceptable, not him as a person.

We firmly believe, however, that prevention is always better than cure and that good behaviour will result from the pupil’s acceptance that this is the norm within our school.
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Buddy Club

The school is very proud of its ‘Buddy Club’ that runs every break-time.

Children from Primary 7 take responsibility for organising games for the younger children in the school.  This means that the children are always occupied and there is always a friendly face in the playground.

The Primary 7 children fully enjoy the responsibility and strong friendships are formed.

The games include large chess, draughts, ‘Jenga’, skipping, ball games, parachute games and many more.
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HOMEWORK

By setting homework we aim to :

1.  Promote characteristics such as pride in achievement, initiative and self-confidence.

2.  Foster links between home and school and between teachers and parents.

3.  Extend the learning environment and, in this way, provide further opportunities for  

   enjoyable and educational experiences.

Homework is a means of :-

(a) practising what is learned in class;

(b) discovering information from outside sources;

(c) preparing for new work in school.

Nature of Homework

Homework is a balance of different types of activity:- as well as formal work it will include collecting, observing, recording and various exploratory activities.  The duration of homework will vary according to the nature of the task set and the ability and span of each child. The level of difficulty relates directly to the child’s ability and activities are sufficiently open-ended to allow each child to work to his own potential.  Homework is not confined to specific subjects but embraces all curricular areas.

On completion of written homework children should obtain an adult signature.
Written Notes

Daily records are now computerised and it is therefore imperative that the school is informed by written note if your child is absent from school for any reason.  If it is necessary for a child to leave the school premises during the school day a note detailing the reasons and the arrangements must be provided.

Illness

If a pupil becomes ill, or has an accident during the school day, every effort will be made to contact the parents to arrange for the child to go home.  Parents will be required to inform the school of the name and telephone number of a nominated friend or a relative who can be contacted if they are not available.

Parents should inform the school of any relevant medical information on the Data Capture Form when their child is admitted to school
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REPORTING TO PARENTS

We communicate by:

Principal sends out letters to parents on a regular basis.  (Parents estranged from the family may request copies.)

Teachers send out letters to parents.

(Principal approved)

We would like to emphasise that we operate an open door policy and parents can arrange an appointment with the class teacher at short notice.

Annual parent/teacher consultations take place in October of each year.

Annual parent meeting takes place during the first term of each year.

An Open Morning is held in November.  During this morning samples of children’s work and activities may be observed.

Parents are kept up to date with the ongoing activities via the half-termly newsletter.

Annual reports are sent out in June each year.  These contain a record of academic attainment.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM

All pupils are requested to wear school uniform.  This consists of:-

Girls





Boys

Bordeaux Fleece (available at school)
Bordeaux Fleece (available at school)

White Blouse




Grey or white shirt

Grey pinafore or skirt



Grey trousers

Grey jumper (available at school)

Grey jumper (available at school)

School tie (available at school)

School tie (available at school)

Socks – white or grey



Socks – grey

Summer Uniform

A summer uniform is optional for girls (maroon stripe).

Both boys and girls may wear red polo shirts (with

school crest).  These are only available through school.

Summer uniform should only be worn during the summer

term.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ALL ARTICLES OF CLOTHING ARE CLEARLY  LABELLED

Transport

If you live two miles or more from school you are entitled to claim a bus pass for S.E.E.L.B. transport (yellow board bus) provided that you are on the bus route.

However, if you are not on this bus route and live two miles or more from school, then you may either apply for petrol allowance (paid annually) or an Ulsterbus pass.

SCHOOL DAY

P1 – P3

9.00 a.m.
-  12.30  p.m.

1.15 p.m.
-  2.00   p.m.

P4 – P7

9.00 a.m.        -   12.30 p.m.

                       1.15 p.m.       -    3.00 p.m.

During the months of September and October Year 1 classes will finish at 12.30 p.m.

School Meals

Dinners are served daily in the school hall and menus are provided will in advance.  Application forms for pupils entitled to free meals are available in school.

Children who bring a packed lunch to school will be supervised in classrooms.

Pupils are encouraged to eat a healthy break.  Primary 1, 2 and 3 pupils bring £1 per week to cover this and older pupils bring in their own snacks.

We operate a ‘stay cool in school’ initiative.  Pupils are supplied with water bottles which can be refilled during the day from our water cooler.  Findings indicated that pupils who drank water throughout the day perform better academically, are better behaved and have an increased concentration level.

Holidays

Holiday lists will be distributed at the beginning of the Autumn Term

Breakfast Club – ‘KIPS KIDS’

This runs from 7.30 am.  Children may select up to four items of food – cereals, yogurts, toast, fruit, milk, milkshake, juice, water etc.  The cost of the session is £2 for pupils arriving between 7.30 and 8.00 am and £1 including food for those arriving after 8.00 am.

After School Club – ‘KIPS CARE’

Our club runs from 12.30 pm – 6.00 pm.  The children enjoy a wide range of activities including creative play, art and crafts, table top games, rest area, indoor games, gardening, drama, outdoor games, reading, computers, music etc.  Outings e.g. The Play Café, ‘Paint Me Glaze Me’, etc. are arranged at no additional costs and members enjoy visits to the adjoining play park as well as using our extensive school grounds – sandpits, climbing frame, playground games, football pitch, soft play area etc.  We have had evening discos – great fun and sometimes have visitors to entertain e.g. ‘Young at Heart’.

Bookings may be made for hourly slots or the entire afternoon and prices range from £3.00 per hour to a maximum of £10.00 for the complete session.

Wrap Round Care

For ‘rock bottom’ prices it is possible to drop your child at the Breakfast Club from 7.30 pm and pick up any time up to 6.00 pm knowing that your child is in a safe, happy and varied environment for the entire time.

Holiday Club
Child care is provided during school holidays (8.00am-6.00pm).  This costs £20 per day or £3 per hour.
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DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

There is a statutory requirement to make certain information readily 

available to parents.  This includes curriculum details, statements of school policy and formal papers sent by the Department to the school.  Copies of the discipline and anti-bullying policies are distributed to the parents of all new pupils.  All other documents are held in the school office and may be viewed by arrangement with the principal.

The information provided in this prospectus is correct at 1st October 2010.  It should be assumed that it will remain current throughout the school year.
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